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INFORMATIONS OFFICIELLES 
002:061.4(100) 


EXHIBITION OF BOOKS AT THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON 
DOCUMENTATION 


It is proposed to have an exhibition of books, bibliographical literature, etc., 


on documentation, documentary reproduction techniques, classification, etc., 
at the Rome Conference of the F.I.D. (15-22 September 1951). 

We should be pleased if our members would cooperate by showing their 
national literature on the subjects as outlined in the provisional programme of 
the Conference (Review of Documentation XVII, 7). 


EXPOSITION DE LIVRES A LA CONFERENCE MONDIALE DE 
DOCUMENTATION 


Tl est envisagé d’organiser une exposition de livres et de périodiques consacrés 
& la documentation, 4 la classification, aux reproductions documentaires, etc., 
a la Conférence de Rome (15-22 septembre 1951). 

Nos membres sont invités & coopérer 4 cette exposition en réunissant la 
littérature nationale consacrée aux points portés 4 l’ordre du jour de la Confé- 
rence («Revue de la Documentation,» XVII, 7). 


NEWS CONCERNING U. D.C. 
025.45(021) :2=40 


UN NOUVEAU FASCICULE DE LA 5e EDITION 


Au cours de la seconde quinzaine de mars, un nouveau fascicule de la 
section 2 (Théologie-Religion) a été publié a4 Bruxelles, aux Editiones 
Mundaneum. Il comprend plus de 1800 indices et est & jour 4 la date du 20 
— 1950. Le prix de cette publication est de 80 francs belges (publ. n° 251 

e la F.I.D.). 





Inform. F.I.D. lére an, N° 2 p.5-12 Bruxelles, le 15 avril 1951 








025.45 (021) =20 


DEWEY CLASSIFICATION, 15th EDITION 


In February 1951 the 15th Edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification 
was published. For six years the Editorial staff has been revising and expanding 
the classification to bring it up to date. 

A little brochure, «Melvil Dewey had an idea-175 years of D.C.» gives the 
back ground story. 

The 14th edition of the D.C. appeared in 1942. 

{From : Library Journal, vol. 76 (1951) no 1 (Jan.) p. 30) 


INFORMATIONS GENERALES 
016 :325.254 


SUMMARY OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS ON THE REFUGEE PROBLEM 
GIVEN IN LIBRARY OF CONGRESS PUBLIC AFFAIRS ABSTRACTS 


Expert discussion and analysis of the pressing problem of how to handle the 
rehabilitation of the millions of displaced persons throughout the world forms 
the basis of No. 18 in the Public Affairs Abstracts series, now available from 
the Library of Congress. 

Entitled «The Refugee Problem», this issue consists of 16 abstracts and a 
selected bibliography of official publications on the subject. A two-page introduc- 
tion summarizes the nature and background of the situation, the legislation 
affecting refugees, and the various conclusions concerning future aspects of 
the problem. 

The purpose of the Public Affairs Abstacts, which are prepared by the 
Library’s Legislative Reference Service, is to summarize the most important 
current publications on problems likely to interest Members of Congress. Selec- 
tion of material is made so as to provide impartial representation of opposing 
points of view. 

The price of a single issue is 30 cents, but the Library will accept subscrip- 
tions for all sets of the abstracts issued at the rate of $5.75 per year. Subscrip- 
tions will begin when received unless back copies are specifically requested. 
Orders should be addressed to the Card Division, Library of Congress, 
Washington 25, D.C. 


01:061.3(100) 


CONFERENCE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
SERVICES 


Unesco House, Paris — 7-10 November 1950 


The Conference on the Improvement of Bibliographical Services was held in 
Paris, Unesco House, from 7 to 10 November 1950. 

The majority of the members of this Conference were delegates of national 
working groups established in various countries in connexion with the Unesco/ 
Library of Congress Survey of Bibliographical Services. Out of 41 groups, 31 
were represented at the Conference by 53 persons. Seven countries, which had 
not yet formed national groups, sent either delegates or observers. 

Sixteen international organizations were also represented ; and four experts 
invited by Unesco in their private capacities brought the total of persons 
attending up to 81. 

The Conference was opened by Mr. Jaime Torres Bodet, Director-General 
of Unesco, who, after welcoming the delegates, went on to speak of the general 
purposes of bibliography and the specific aims of the Conference. 
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The Conference officers were : 
Mr. L. BRUMMEL, Chairman (Netherlands) 
Mr. T. KLEBERG, Vice-Chairman (Sweden) 
Mr. F.C. FRANCIS, Rapporteur (Expert) 

On the first day, the Conference sat in plenary session. It adopted the 
provisional agenda and the rules of procedure with amendment for the elimi- 
nation of the words: «and committee» in Article 28. . 

Members of the Unesco Secretariat introduced the main documents: 
Mr. E. J. Carter, Head of the Libraries Division, presented the Survey of Biblio- 
graphical Services carried out by Unesco and the Library of Congress. Its results 
are contained in two volumes: the first is the report of the Library of Congress; 
the second deals with the work of national groups, and contains a short review 
of iriternational activities (1). 

Mr. H.C. Campbell, Head of the Bibliographical and Documentation 
Section, presented the Working Paper prepared for the Conference by Mrs. 
Denise Ravage (UNESCO/CUA/3). ; 

(1) (Volume I) : Bibliographical services, their present state and possibilities of 
improvement - Washington, 1949. Volume II - National development and inter- 
national planning of bibliographical services - Unesco 1950 (UNESCO/CUA/1). 


The following recommendations were submitted to the Director-General : 


1. National Planning Bodies. 


In every country there should be established a recognized planning organi- 
zation concerned (i) to promote the development of bibliographical and informa- 
tion services, (ii) to stimulate research in the field of bibliographic methodology 
and to serve as clearing house of information about research completed and 
research in progress in this field, (iii) to co-ordinate effort, and assist in the 
determination of priorities, and (iv) to act as a link with international bodies 
concerned with the planning of bibliographical and information services. 

The nature of the National Planning Body will be determined by national 
circumstances. It will surely be either (i) a governmental agency, possibly 
closely related to the National Bibliographical Centre, or (ii) a Committee 
established by such voluntary organizations as the national associations of 
librarians and documentalists and the national associations representing users 
of bibliographical services (e. g. scientists, sociologists, etc.). If the former, the 
close collaboration of librarians, documentalists and users of bibliographical 
services is essential ; if the latter, the governmental or other agencies responsible 
and especially the Unesco National Commissions, must fully recognize the status 
of the Committee,if its work is to be effective. In either case, the National 
Planning Body should be constituted on a permanent, continuing basis, and 
should maintain close connexion with the Unesco National Commissions. 


2. Bibliographical Publications. 


All Member States should be asked to give early consideration to the 
publication of current national bibliographies and lists, as enumerated below, 
wherever such do not already exist : 

(i) A General National Bibliography of all books and pamphlets 
published and on sale in each country, regardless of the language 
in wich they are written, and preferably including published theses 
and academic publications, and government publications of public 
interest. 

According to local conditions, these three categories of publications 
might be published in separate Bibliographies. 

(ii) A Bibliography of books and pamphlets published but not on sale. 
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s 
(iii) An Index to important articles in periodicals, including newspapers. 
(iv) A Bibliography of maps and atlases. 

(v) A Bibliography of musical works. 

(vi) A List of audio-visual materials. 

(vii) A Bibliography of unpublished theses and academic publications. 

(viii) A Bibliography of local government publications. 

(ix) A Directory of periodicals and newspapers currently published. 

(x) A Directory of publishers and booksellers. 

(xi) An Indexed Directory of learned societies, institutes, libraries and 
other related organizations. 

Consideration should also be given to the publication of select lists, annotated 
or otherwise, of books and articles of periodicals. 

In many countries, it will be possible and desirable to combine in one 
publication two or more of the above items. 

National needs will determine the order in which to initiate any of the 
above-mentioned publications not already in existence. Nevertheless all countries 
are urged to provide, as an immediate minimum, the General National 
Bibliography [item (i) above]. 

Special attention should be given to the speedy preparation and publication 
of National Bibliographies. 


4. Arrangements for the Publication of National Bibliographies. 


graphical Publications. 

(i) Every General National Bibliography should enable items to be 
traced quickly by subject, by author, and wilsere desirable by title. 
In this connexion the importance of the prompt appearance of 
Annual Indexes is particularly stressed. 

(ii) Decision whether the subject shall be indicated by the use of 
alphabetical subject headings or by systematic classification — and, 
in the latter case, by which system of classification — should be 
determined by prevailing national usage. 

(iii) In the General National Bibliography, and also in other biblio- 
graphical publications, especially in select annotated lists men- 
tioned in 2, the titles of works or articles in periodicals in the 
less widely used languages may often with advantage be accom- 
panied by translations of these titles into English, French or an- 
other widely used language. 


4. Arrangements for the Publication of National Bibliographies. 


Each country should determine, according to national circumstances, the 
best method of ensuring the publication of the General National Bibliography 
and/or other national bibliographies and lists enumerated above. 

The following methods are suggested for consideration : 

(i) Publication by a national library or similar institution. 

(ii) Publication by an appropriate organization of book publishers 
working in close collaboration with the national library or similar 
institution. 

(iii) Publication by an organization established for this express purpose 
or by an existing organization (such as a library association) 
undertaking this task on behalf of the national interests. 

National circumstances, such as the extent of the output of books, etc., and 
the extent of the market for each bibliography, must determine the financial 
basis to be adopted. In some instances it will be possible to recover the cost 
from sales but where this is not the case the government concerned is urged in 
the national interest, to provide any necessary financial assistance by way of 
continuing grants and/or subsidies to cover initial expenditure. 
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5. National Library. 


Wherever such an institution does not already exist, governments are urged 
to consider the desirability of establishing a National Library, one of the func- 
tions of which would be to assemble and preserve at. least one copy of every 
book and other publication published in the country. The word «publication» as 
used in this connexion is to be interpreted so as to include all the material 
enumerated in Section 2 above. 


6. Legal Deposit. 


Unless such provisions already exist, or unless some satisfactory arrangement 
is already in operation whereby copies of books and other publications are 
deposited in the National Library or elsewhere, governments are strongly 
recommended to adopt a law securing the obligatory deposit, in the National 
Library or elsewhere, of at least one copy of every book and other publication 
published in the country. Otherwise, it is impossible to ensure that all these 
books, etc., are preserved for the benefit of the future, while the preparation 
of complete national bibliographies will be rendered difficult. It is further 
recommended that a clause be included in such a law prescribing adequate 
penalties for non-observance. 


7. Inter-Library Co-operation. 


If bibliographical services are to be fully effective, they must be supplemented 
by agencies able to indicate where required books, etc., may actually be found. 
Consequently there should be in each country, at the National Bibliographical 
Information Centre or elsewhere, a recognized centre of information regarding 
the resources of libraries and ether sources of information and the location 
of specific books, etc., and equipped with any necessary union catalogues. 

The development of schemes for co-operation between libraries, embracing 
facilities for loan and consultation, and the supply of photo-copies, is a necessary 
corollary. 


8. National Bibliographical Information Centres. 


Each nation is urged to designate an appropriate institution as a National 
Bibliographical Information Centre which will serve : 


(i) As the recognized Centre for all requests, not met elsewhere, for 
bibliographical information regarding the books and other recorded 
materials of its own and other countries. 

(ii) To put enquirers, when necessary, into touch with other (e. g. 
specialized) sources of bibliographical information. 

(iii) As the centre for international bibliographical enquiries. 

It will, unless national circumstances dictate otherwise, be advantageous 
if the National Bibliographical Information Centre is maintained at, or in close 
association with, the National Library or the national agency responsible for 
inter-library lending. 


9. Specialized Bibliographical and Information Services. 


It is recognized that the National Bibliographical Information Services must 
be accompanied by, and work in close co-operation with appropriate specialized 
agencies designed to meet the particular needs of those concerned in various 
Specialized fields of activity. It is necessary, in some fields more than others, 
that bibliographical publication, information service and expert staffing should 
be fully integrated into the research and other activities of subject specialists. 

For example the formation of Central Scientific Information Services will 
be useful in some countries. These Central Scientific Information Services will 





perform in relation to the natural and applied sciences functions similar to 
those which the National Bibliographical Information Centres will perform in 
relation to the general field. They will, in turn, be associated with the yet more 
specialized agencies concerned with the bibliography etc., of the various branches 
of science, and they will also act as the national point of contact with the 
Central Scientific Information Services of other countries and with international 
scientific organizations. Similar specialized services may with advantage be 
developed in relation to such other fields as the social sciences, music, etc. 

In all cases it is urged that attention should not be limited to published 
material but should embrace also (i) sources of unpublished information and (ii) 
research projects, including doctoral dissertations in hand or planned. Moreover, 
these specialized centres should either provide, or be able to put prospective 
users in touch with, services for documentary reproduction, etc. 

In view of the success of the Royal Society Scientific Information Con- 
ference, held in the United Kingdom in 1948, in fostering the development and 
use of the bibliographical services in the United Kingdom, the Conference recom- 
mends to the Director-General of Unesco the desirability of using the influence 
of Unesco to encourage learned societies in all subject fields to hold similar 
conferences elsewhere. 


10. Professional Training. 


The success of all schemes for bibliographical service and for the develop- 
ment of library and information services depends on the existence in every 
country of sufficient well qualified and experienced bibliographers, librarians 
and documentalists. Consenquently, where adequate facilities for professional 
training do not already exist, the establishment of appropriate library schools 
and other facilities for professional training is an essential first task. 

It is most important that the bibliographers should be enabled to study the 
work done in this field in other countries, and governments are urged to 
extend the maximum possible facilities for international study, travel and 
discussion. The fullest attention to this need should be paid in the Unesco 
Exchange of Persons and Technical Assistance Programmes. In connexion 
with these programmes, the Conference notes with satisfaction that all expenses 
of recipients of scholarships are provided. 

(from : UNESCO/CUA/5 of 15 December 1950) 


378 (92) 
UNIVERSITIES IN INDONESIA 


The September issue of OSR is devoted to the University of Indonesia, with 
faculties in Bandung, Bogor, Djakarta, Macassar and Surabaya, the Gadjak 
Mada University in Jokjakarta and the National Academy of Djakarta. An 
Economic Academy is planned. 

[From O.S.R. News 2 (1950) nr 9 (Sept.), p. 113-118] 


002 :061.3(42) «1951» 
ASLIB ANNUAL CONFERENCE 1951 


The 26th Annual Conference of the Association is to be held at Ashorne 
Hill, near Leamington Spa, from Friday, 5th to Monday, 8th October 1951. The 
programme will include such subjects as the training and organization of staff, 
including voluntary workers and students; what we can learn from industrial 
efficiency methods, such as Job Analysis, Time and Motion Study, etc., practi- 
cal bibliographical and documentary projects in operation in the international 
field, with special reference to Unesco’s part in them. 


10 





tional 


A special feature of this Conference will be the provision of an opportunity 
for groups to discuss subjects in their particular field of interest. It is hoped 
there will also be a session entitled «Any complaints? Any questions?», when a 
panel of six people will reply to previously submitted queries. 

Opportunity will also be provided for members and non-members to meet 
the Director and staff of Aslib to discuss Aslib’s services and plans for 
future activities. 


016 : 308(4) 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ANTICIPATES DEMAND FOR ORIENTATION 
ON EUROPE 


Introduction to Europe lists publications which will serve for general 
orientation and briefing. It is not intended for scholars in advanced research. 

The guide selects and annotates books, pamphlets and articles which 
give in simple and understandable words a well-rounded picture of individual 
European countries. The history and present conditions of each country and its 
physical and intellectual aspects may be gathered easily from the materials 
chosen. 

The European Affairs Division has prepared éhis publication and offers it 
to meet that need. 

Introduction to Europe; a Selective Guide to Background Reading (201 pages) 
may be purchased from the U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D.C., at $1.00 a copy. 


002 :373.62(44) 


L'INSTITUT NATIONAL FRANCAIS DISS TECHNIQUES DE LA 
DOCUMENTATION 


Par arrété du ler décembre 1950, le ministre de l’Enscignement Technique 
a créé un Institut National des Techniques de la Documentation auprés du 
Conservatoire des Arts et Métiers. 

Cette création a pour objet d’officialiser l’enseignement des cadres de la 
documentation qu’assurait l’Union Francaise des Organismes de Documentation 
depuis 1945, et de sanctionner les études des documentalistes par un dipléme 
d’Etat. 

L’U.F.0.D. continuera 4 étre associée & cet enseignement, dont le Secré- 
tariat demeure 65 rue de Richelieu. 

En 1951, seul l’enseignement de la Documentation générale sera donné au 
Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers. En 1952, les éléves ayant satisfait 
aux épreuves de l’examen de passage, suivront des cours de documentation 
spécialisée ; ils auront 4 opter entre la classe de documentaliste scientifique et 
technique et la classe de documentation juridique, économique et sociale. Le 
dipléme de I’Institut sera délivré 4 la fin du cycle d’études. 

La Commission Technique de l'Institut a été placée sous la présidence de 
M. FOUGEROLLE, Président de la Chambre de Commerce de Paris. Elle 
comprend dix-huit personnes parmi lesquelles M. L. RAGEY, Directeur du 
Conservatoire National des Arts et Métiers et M. J. CAIN, Directeur des Biblio- 
théques de France. 

La direction des Etudes a été confiée 4 Mme S. BRIET, Secrétaire Géné- 
rale de l’UFOD, qui sera assistée de M. J. DUBAS, Chef du Service des program- 
mes agricoles au ministére des Affaires Economiques. 

Les cours ont commencé le 6 février. Ils ont lieu les mardis de 8h.30 a 
10h. 45 et les jeudis de 8h.30 @ 9h. 30. 

Des travaux et des visites sont organisés le vendredi en relation avec 
certains cours. 
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002.6 :656.2 (100) 


LE BUREAU INTERNATIONAL DE DOCUMENTATION DES CHEMINS 
DE FER (B.D.C.) 


L’Union Internationale des Chemins de fer (U.I.C.) qui groupe la majorité 
des Réseaux de Chemins de fer Européens a décidé de créer un Bureau Interna- 
tional de Documentation des Chemins de fer (B.D.C.) (1). Cette décision ne man- 
quera pas d’intéresser le monde ferroviaire 4 une époque ow les questions de 
personnel, les questions financiéres et juridiques, les problémes économiques 
et de coordination, les progrés techniques doivent étre attentivement suivis 
et connus. 

Le Bureau International de Documentation. des Chemins de fer fonctionne 
dans le cadre de I1’U.I.C. et avec l’assistance d’autres administrations dont les 
représentants constituent un Comité Technique restreint. Les Administration- 
membres, Administrations adhérentes, Administrations participantes de 1’U.1.C. 
font d’office partie du B.D.C. a titre de membres; de plus, sont admis 4a titre 
d’Adhérents, les autres Administrations de chemin de fer, les organisations inter- 
nationales, les entreprises publiques de transport en commun et les entreprises 
travaillant essentiellement pour le chemin de fer. 

L’organisation interne du Bureau International de Documentation des 
Chemins de fer reste sensiblement la méme que celle de l’ancien Centre de 
Documentation Technique de la S.N.C.F.: rappelons simplement que ce dernier 
comportait un bureau de documentation pour les recherches documentaires,un 
bureau de traduction, une bibliothéque et un laboratoire pour reproduction sur 
photocopie et microfilm des documents. Grace au concours de I1’U.I.C. les moyens 
matériels du Bureau International de Documentation des Chemins de fer ont 
pu étre notablement augmentés de facon 4 pouvoir fournir 4 ses participants 
dans les meilleures conditions et aussi rapidement que possible, la documentation 
qu’ils désirent. 

Le nouveau Bureau est appelé, nous en sommes convaincus, & rendre de 
réels services: il constitue un témoignage de.l’étroite collaboration technique 
des Réseaux Européens. 





(1) Pour tous renseignements (Adhésion au B.D.C., abonnements etc.), s’adresser 
a M. le Directeur du Bureau International de Documentation des Chemins 
de Fer, 27 rue de Londres - Paris (IXe). 
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